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Graham Woodward 
Landscape and Urban Design 

Profile Key Experience Profession 

I have over 35 years’ experience in 
landscape architecture, public realm 
design, masterplanning and environmental 
assessment work.  I have worked in local 
authority and private practice in the UK and 
have also worked overseas in Australia and 
Hong Kong.  

Until  recently, I have  been responsible for 
technical excellence for the Atkins UK team 
of masterplanners, landscape architects 
and urban designers and  was previously 
Practice Manager for the co-ordination and 
management of the UK Landscape and 
Urban Design Practice. 

Since joining Atkins in 2006 I have led and 
played a key role in a wide range of design 
and assessment projects that have 
invariably involved multi-disciplinary teams.  
Projects have been carried out for key 
national bodies such as High Speed 2, 
Highways England, Network Rail and the 
Homes England (HE) and also major local 
authorities such as Birmingham City 
Council, Oxfordshire County Council, 
Lancashire County Council and Derby City 
Council. I have also worked for private 
sector developers including David Wilson 
Homes, St Modwen and higher education 
bodies such as Birmingham City University. 

Prior to joining Atkins, I headed a 
landscape and urban design team at Scott 
Wilson and was previously a Director of 
Gillespies in Oxford and Milton Keynes. My 
project experience during that period 
included the role of  Project Director for a 
five-year English Partnerships (now HE) 
landscape term commission, 
masterplanning work in Saudi Arabia as 
well as major public realm strategies in 
Oxford, Wolverhampton and Cardiff.  

• Landscape Assessment

• Environmental Assessment

• Masterplanning

• Public Realm Design

• Urban Design

• Landscape Design

• Design Review

• International Work

• Public Consultation

• Expert Witness

• Project Management

• Practice Management

• Staff Management

Landscape Architect/Urban Designer 

Joined Atkins 

2006 

Nationality 

British 

Qualifications 

Bachelor of Arts Landscape 

Postgraduate Diploma in Landscape 
Architecture  

Professional Associations 

Chartered Member of the Landscape 
Institute (CMLI) 

Former Chair and Committee member 
of Landscape Institute Midlands. 

Occasional Lecturer at Birmingham 
City University 

External Examiner, Birmingham City 
University 

Landscape Institute National Awards 
judge  

Expert for the High Street Task Force 
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Key Experience with Woodward Studio (2020 – present) 

I set up this company to undertake occasional freelance work: 

Expert for High Streets Task Force (Institute of Place Management): Appointed as an Expert for a 4 year period to 
assist local authorities and communities in the regeneration and renewal of English high streets and town centres  The 
High Streets Task Force is an alliance of place making experts working to redefine the high street. It provides guidance, 
tools and skills to help communities, partnerships and local government transform their high streets. The Task Force was 
commissioned by the government in 2019 as part of its Plan for the High Street and in response to recommendations of 
an expert panel on the high street chaired by the highly successful entrepreneur Sir John Timpson. 

Key Experience with Atkins (2006 – present) 

.I was appointed as the Head of Landscape and urban Design in Birmingham and then became the national professional  
head of the 70 strong landscape and masterplanning team. In 2020 I retired from my full-time role and now act as a 
consultant to Atkins. 
     

Design Review 

Specialist Professional and Technical Services Framework (Highways England): As part of a  joint venture 
commission with Jacobs and the Design Council (as a delivery partner), I have supported Highways England (HE) and 
the Strategic Design Panel in the review of major projects, especially those within sensitive contexts such as AONBs and 
National Parks. This has been within the context of its overall aim to continue to embed a design vision and principles in 
the delivery of  schemes. My role has been to attend design review panels and workshops, identify improvement in the 
process, chair reviews of completed projects and compile the annual report over the last two years.   

Masterplanning and public realm design work 

Birmingham Enterprise Zone Connectivity Project (Birmingham City Council) : Design lead to deliver a £22m 
options appraisal for the future regeneration of Birmingham city centre’s public realm network. The aim of the project was 
to produce a series of options for a network of streets within Birmingham’s Retail Core, Jewellery Quarter and Southside 
areas, to improve pedestrian connectivity across the city centre Enterprise Zone. Much of the urban design work has 
been an integrated approach between landscape architectural  and highway engineering skills to deliver innovative and 
high quality street and public realm proposals. Key skills utilised during the project have included: design for 
pedestrianised areas and shared surface treatment; highway rationalisation; street decluttering; proposals for bespoke 
street furniture, public artwork, façade greening and creative street lighting; street greening and heritage conservation.   

City Centre Campus Phase 2 (Birmingham City University)  

Landscape design team lead for the £50m development of Phase 2 of the new city centre campus adjoining Eastside 

City Park and Millennium Point. The project included a combination of high quality public realm and private landscape 

spaces around the Associated Architects’ designed building. A courtyard garden fronts onto the Digbeth Canal providing 

a space for social interaction and relaxation. Green and brown roofs provide habitat creation as well as visual amenity to 

users of the building. A key part of the design has been to ensure that design principles established in the nearby City 

Park are extended across into the university site both in terms of materials and design language.     

Birmingham Gateway Project (Network Rail): Public realm design leader working with Foreign Office Architects/AZPA 

who acted as concept architects, in the creation of a £700m world class railway interchange and iconic building in 

Birmingham City Centre with associated public spaces and high quality public realm. Designs have been developed form 

concept stage through to a full production information package and site liaison work. The project was officially opened by 

The Queen in November 2015 and includes a 70m long living wall as part of a new walkway link to the adjoining Moor 

Street Station.  

Masterplan Infrastructure and Baseline Study (Birmingham City Council): Responsible for development of public 

realm and landscape concept designs for public spaces around the proposed HS2 Curzon Station, establishing design 

principles for a series of Big Moves as part of the 141 hectare masterplan for the eastern fringe of the City Centre, 

Eastside and Digbeth. Part of this work also considered how Metro would be integrated into the design along Moor 

Street, Station Square and Curzon Promenade.  

Derby City Centre Public Realm (Derby City Council/Derby Cityscape):  Public Realm Design Co-ordinator for the 

preparation of detailed design for the £15m Full Street Corridor project in the heart of the city centre close to the 

cathedral. The project lead on to the preparation of a full detailed design package for  the Phase 1 scheme at Moreledge 

– a street that links from the city bus station through to Derby City Council’s offices. Additional work has also been 

commissioned for the preparation of concept and sketch designs for Museum Square, St Peter’s Cross and Victory Road 

adjacent to the Rolls-Royce Sinfin site.  
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Museum Square, Derby City Centre (Derby City Council):  Design team lead for this public space adjacent to the 

Derby Museum, Art Gallery and Library as part of the vision for the future long term development of the facility in the city 

centre. Options were prepared and a preferred option was identified that articulated a distorted geometric arrangement 

with striking sculptural and bespoke seating that formed sub-spaces within the overall layout. The relocation of a statue 

provided room for small scale events and outdoor exhibition space that would be linked internally with the building.    

St Peter’s Cross, Derby City Centre (Derby City Council): Design team lead for this important intersection in one of 

the conservation areas in the city centre. The design approach reinforced a nodal approach by creating a generous 

circular space and a green edge to St Peter’s Church combined with ‘seating fingers’ that extend into the street. A simple 

palette of materials was used, made up of granite and yorkstone to define flush footway and carriageway spaces. Public 

art was integral to the scheme and was developed to incorporate and reflect stories and history of the city including the 

relevance of St Peter in this location. Public art was developed in an integral way with stone seating components. 

The Hem, Telford (Telford and Wrekin Council and Homes England):  Masterplan lead for a residential development 

of 350 houses on a 45ha site on the rural eastern edge of Telford. Responsible for co-ordinating and reviewing the 

masterplan development, including landscape and urban design. Preparation of outline planning application, liaising with 

client and stakeholders, and coordinating with the  wider project team. The masterplan has now proceeded through a 

consultation phase and the application has been submitted. 

Residential Masterplan for Former Ashworth Hospital, Maghull (HCA): Preparation of an outline planning application 

(now approved) for a new residential development on the 14.2 hectare former hospital site in designated Green Belt on 

the edge of Liverpool. The development of up to 370 homes including sheltered housing is set within the context of a 

strong green infrastructure of existing and proposed tree planting, new public open space and an adjoining new local 

railway station and park and ride site.  Key to the success of this application has been the support of the local community 

through a targeted consultation process.   

Park Prewett Northern Area Masterplan (HCA and David Wilson Homes): Landscape design co-ordinator for a 580 

home development on the northern edge of Basingstoke creating a sustainable neighbourhood based upon an 

accelerated land disposal delivered by the HCA. A landscape led masterplan was created for the 18 ha site on a former 

golf course to create a distinct character that reflected and enhanced the impressive local landscape and historic identity. 

Features included a strong green spine, a village green and housing arrangements that actively engaged with the street 

scene.  

North Smethwick Planning Framework (HCA/English Partnerships): Project manager for the preparation of a 

regeneration masterplan for a 20 hectare site adjoining the Birmingham Canals near Smethwick town centre. The 

proposals included a mixed use development that fronted onto the canal and captured the character and identity of this 

historic setting. The masterplan was prepared to form SPD in the local LDF. 

Grove Lane Residential Masterplan (Smethwick MBC): Design co-ordinator for the review of an existing masterplan 

and development of a revised approach for this key site within Smethwick adjoining the proposed new Acute Hospital. 

Design codes were also prepared as part of the overall objective to reduce the public sector funding to £15million.  

Excelsior Site, Blackheath, Dudley (PXP): Design co-ordinator for the re-development of a 10 hectare former industrial 

site for mixed use residential and employment uses. Preparation of 220 home design with initial options based on a 

80:20 and 70:30 split between residential and SME employment prior to submission of an outline planning application. 

Brindley 11, Residential Masterplan (PXP): Project manager for the preparation of a residential masterplan and outline 
planning application for 250 homes on a 5 hectare site north of the Birmingham Canals in Smethwick. The proposal 
included a mix of residential units including town houses and apartments, communal uses and the provision of public 
open space. The development was based on a strong perimeter block form to reinforce street frontage and to maximise 
views towards the canal. 
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Expert witness work and DCO experience 
 
I have a strong track record in this area and have acted as expert witness for a number of clients relating to landscape 
and visual impact matters, both for and against development: 
 
M2 Junction 5 (Highways England): Expert witness for junction improvement and widening of the A429 that intersects 
with the M2 in the Kent Downs AONB between Sittingbourne and Maidstone. The scheme involved the construction of a 
new flyover for the junction and the visual and landscape sensitivity of this was a key consideration for the public inquiry. 
Local residential and recreational receptors were  important as was the landscape character of the AONB.    
 
Southern Connector Road (Swindon Borough Council) :  Expert witness at the Compulsory Purchase Order Inquiry 
regarding the new road link between the New Eastern Villages (NEV) development and the A249 eastern bypass to 
Swindon near the Great Western Hospital. Evidence was presented regarding landscape and visual matters.  
 
Meaford Energy Centre (St Modwen Developments/Glenfinnan): Acting as an expert witness at this DCO Inquiry on 
behalf of the client who were promoting a new combined cycle gas turbine (CCGT) power station and its integral gas and 
electricity connections on the site of two former coal fired power stations, north of Stafford. Sensitivities regarding visual 
impact and conservation areas were important issues at the hearing. The application has now been approved. 
 

 

 
Wrexham Power Station (St Modwen Developments/Skelton Group) : Acting as an expert witness at the successful 
granting of a Development Consent Order (DCO) for the Wrexham Energy Centre, a new gas fired power station located 
at the Wrexham Industrial Estate to the east of Wrexham. This was part of a three-year process involving public 
consultation, preparation of an Environmental Assessment including a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. 
 
Cogges Link Road (Oxfordshire County Council): Acting as expert witness at a Compulsory Purchase Order Public 
Inquiry for a highly sensitive proposal for a two mile link road to the east of the historic market town of Witney in 
Oxfordshire. A key part of the proposals that I prepared with my team was a Landscape and Ecological Mitigation 
Scheme that integrated environmental proposals and a long term maintenance plan. 
 

Radlett Strategic Rail Freight Interchange (SRFI), (St Albans City & District Council): 

Public Inquiry regarding proposed SRFI (to the south east of St Albans).  Acting as expert witness in a successful 
defence of refusal of planning permission for the scheme.  Key issues included potential impacts on the openness, 
quality and value of the green belt. 

 

East Lancashire Waste Technology Park Public Inquiry  (Lancashire County Council): 

Expert witness as part of a CPO Inquiry relating to evidence for landscape and visual matters for a waste park at 

Huncoat, Lancashire.  Essential mitigation formed a key part of the project and defence of the proposals ensured that 

impacts were minimised, and design of mitigation measures formed an integral component of the proposals. 

 
Green Lane Public Inquiry, (Craven District Council): Expert witness on landscape and visual matters at public 
inquiry for a proposed housing development on the edge of Glusburn near Keighley in North Yorkshire. The proposals, 
which were rejected on appeal would have led to the expansion and urbanisation of an otherwise rural area. 
 
Wycombe District Local Plan Inquiry (Wycombe District): Whilst employed by Gillespies I prepared proofs of 
evidence and attended as an expert witness at Inquiry in connection with five major sites in the urban area of High 
Wycombe and surrounding district following preparation of a strategic site assessment appraisal. 

 

Infrastructure Projects  

 

RIS 1 to RIS 2 Midlands : A45 Stanwick to Thrapston,  A46 Newark Northern By-pass and A50 Uttoxeter 

(Highways England): My role in this project was  as overall environmental lead and co-ordinator across the three 

projects that make up the RIS scheme in the Midlands. Each of these projects was proceeding through PCF Stages 1 

and 2 culminating in a Preferred Route Announcement in 2019/2020. My role was to co-ordinate inputs from the various 

topic areas including air, noise, biodiversity, landscape and visual, water environment, heritage, materials and waste, and 

sustainability to work in a collaborative way with other disciplines in the Atkins team and Highways England.  

A14 Improvements: Cambridge to Huntingdon (Highways England):  I led the landscape and environmental legacy 

forming part of the DCO commitment for the scheme for the detailed design and construction stage. I worked to ensure 

that landscape and environmental teams identified a coherent narrative along the 21mile length of the scheme. This 

included landscape and habitat creation treatments e.g. wildflower meadows, tree species selection and arrangements, 

and treatments of watercourses intersecting with the scheme.  
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A14 Improvements: Cambridge to Huntingdon – Huntingdon Public Realm Legacy (Highways England): 

Landscape and public realm lead for Section 6 (Huntingdon) of this £1.5 billion project that relieves congestion, unlocks 

growth, helps to connect communities and brings about environmental benefits along the route. The proposal included a 

major new bypass to Huntingdon that allows for the demolition of the existing viaduct that was highly intrusive within the 

existing town centre. My role in this project has been to lead the preparation and coordination of  proposals that can bring 

forward townscape and landscape improvements to the town.  

HS2, Country North, Landscape and Visual Assessment (High Speed Two): I have undertaken a number of roles on 

this project: firstly, as chapter reviewer for Community Forum Area sections of the route and subsequently the lead for 

landscape assessment for the Warwickshire section of HS2. This has involved design review of engineer’s proposals –

for structures and earthworks. Also, as part of the Additional Provisions stage, I have undertaken review of design 

improvements to the Hybrid Bill in response to the petitioning process. 

 

Key Experience with Scott Wilson (2004 – 2006) 

Whilst at Scott Wilson in my role as Head of Landscape Architecture and Urban Design I undertook the following key 

projects: 

Wolverhampton City Centre Public Realm Masterplan (Wolverhampton City Centre): Responsible for the preparation 
of £4.5 million public realm masterplan for the upgrading of major city streets and squares of this historic city centre. The 
focus of the proposals was the regeneration of Queens Square in order to form a vibrant, exciting focus to the city centre. 
The project subsequently moved into a detail design phase for implementation on a phased basis 

Wolverhampton Interchange (Wolverhampton City Council): Graham prepared urban design proposals for the 
proposed Interchange project linking the railway station, bus station and future Metro tram route on the eastern edge of 
the city centre. Proposals focusing on the establishment of a high quality pedestrian oriented gateway to the city – in 
particular establishing a major new city square and canal side development.   

Makkah Tourism  Planning Project, Saudi Arabia (Supreme Commission for Tourism): Contribution to a strategy to 
appraise the North, Middle and South Corniches adjoining Jeddah on the Red Sea Coast. For each corniche a SWOT 
analysis was undertaken to inform a vision for landscape and urban design improvement opportunities linking the corniches 
to the wider urban fabric of Jeddah. 

 

Key Experience with Gillespies, Oxford and Milton Keynes (1997 – 2004) 

I started at Gillespies in Oxford as a Principal Landscape Architect and within three years became an Associate and then 
Director. During my 7 years there I undertook the following key projects: 

 

• Bute Avenue, Cardiff, PFI public realm design- £35m   

• Project Director for English Partnerships Term Landscape Commission 

• Heart of Thames Gateway Masterplan 

• Oxford City Centre Public Realm Strategy 

• Local Plan Public Inquiry – Wycombe Council (2000 – 2001) 

Previous Roles 

Senior Landscape Architect – Woolerton Truscott/SGS Environment, Cardiff and Kendal (1992- 1997) 

Senior Landscape Architect – Urbis Travers Morgan, Hong Kong (1990-1992) 

Landscape Architect – Lester Firth Associates, Sydney, Australia (1989-1990) 

Assistant Landscape Architect/Landscape Architect – Wandsworth Borough Council (1984-1989) 

Assistant Landscape Architect – Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council (1983-1984)) 
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