
Laura Jenkinson, MRTPI 
PERSONAL PROFILE 

A Director in Avison Young’s London planning team, I have over thirteen years of experience advising on 
a variety of typically large-scale mixed use development projects across Central and Greater 
London across all sectors. This includes key regeneration projects such as Havering Phase 1 
regeneration sites for Wates/ Havering, Blackwall Reach for Tower Hamlets and South Kilburn and 
Wembley regeneration projects whilst working at Brent Council. Through my experience in 
regional government in London, I have also worked on controversial topical planning issues such 
as the review of the Mayor’s protected views and the UNESCO’s mission to London to assess the 
impact of tall buildings on London World Heritage Sites . In 2019 I was selected to be an RIBA 
awards judge for the west London region, covering Westminster, Kensington and Chelsea,  Brent, 
Ealing, Hammersmith & Fulham, Hillingdon and Hounslow. In 2019 I inputted into the latest BCO 
Guide for Specification. My experience is a valuable blend of both public sector and private sector 
experience, thus allowing me to understand the commercial reality of projects whilst also seeing 
the value and planning benefits from a local authority perspective that can sometimes be 
overlooked by the private sector. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Avison Young (formerly GVA) – Planning, Development and Regeneration 
Positions held:   
Director  Oct ’17 - Present 
Associate  Apr ‘16 – Sep ‘17 
Principal Planner               Aug ’15 – Mar ‘16 
Senior Planner          Nov ‘14 – Jul ‘15         
Planner        Dec ‘13 – Oct ‘14 

I work directly with development, planning and portfolio managers at a variety of property developers, 

house builders, public sector clients and investors to progress strategic sites and complex development 

proposals from the earliest of stages through to delivery. I undertake the following competently as part of 

my current role: 

 Identify development opportunities and prepare planning/development strategies and appraisals;
 Strategic site promotion through local plan and London Plan allocations;
 Assemble, lead and project manage external planning, design, technical and legal professionals;
 Write and produce planning guidance and planning documents on behalf of Local Planning Authorities;
 Co-ordinate masterplanning processes, planning applications and lead negotiations with local authorities

and other stakeholders;
 Engagement with local communities, political figures, press and other stakeholders;
 Lead negotiation of S106, viability, heads of terms and other matters;
 Presenting a case to a number of different stakeholders,  including internal briefings to the project team,

clients, their investors, to officers and members and at strategic planning committees;
 Managing delivery and implementation through reserved matters, conditions, obligations and CIL;
 Strategic lead on a number of projects with a range of clients such as Havering/ Wates, Landsec, Aviva,

Northacre, Workspace, Ballymore, Medina and Mayfield.

My key projects at Avison Young include securing a permission for the redevelopment of 21 Moorfields for a 

75,000sqm office development in the City of London (Wilkinson Eyre Architects); securing planning permission 

for the redevelopment of New Scotland Yard for a 90,000 sqm mixed use development in just over a year for 

Northacre (Squire and Partners); working with Wates/ Havering to deliver their Estate Regeneration Phase 1 

sites (JTP/ Conran and Partners); the delivery of the Wood Wharf Masterplan for Canary Wharf Group (working 

with over 14 architects including KPF, KCA, Thomas Heatherwick) plus many others. 
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London Borough of Brent                                                                                            

Positions held: 
Area Planning Officer (Development Management)                                                                           Sep ‘11 – Dec ‘13   

  Project Manager (South Kilburn Regeneration Programme)                                                                Apr ‘10 – Sep ‘11 
  Planning Officer (Policy and Research)                                                                                                    Jun ‘08 – Sep ‘11 
 
   

Prior to working at Avison Young, I spent five and a half years at the London borough of Brent. During my 
time at Brent I completed my Town and Country Planning MSc at UCL and pro-actively sought to gain a 
wide range of experience, including in development management, regeneration and planning policy. 
 
 As an Area Planning Officer in Development Management, I had a varied caseload of planning 

applications from major mixed use and residential-led developments, to minor householder/ other 
minor applications. In this role I was also the Lead advisor for the Mapesbury Conservation Area, 
responsible for producing detailed design guidance for the area and giving advice to all relevant 
stakeholders. 

 Prior to this, whilst working in planning policy for 1.5 years I was on part-time secondment as a Project 
Manager, working on the South Kilburn Regeneration Delivery Programme which seeks to promote the 
phased redevelopment of the area for 2,400 new homes (including 1,200 replacement affordable 
homes) over 10-15 years, by designing individual sites up to RIBA Phase D prior to their disposal for 
delivery by the private sector. 

 Whilst in this position I was responsible for a number of projects including the primary schools 
redevelopment feasibility study, the public realm and parking strategy for the area and the phase 2a 
sites consultation strategy, along with the general day to day management of budgets and programme 
for these studies. 

 I also assisted with other relevant tasks for the delivery of the regeneration programme, including 
drafting and assessing OJEU related tender documents, writing Executive Reports for the disposal of 
sites/ land, assisting with procedures for the secession of leases and responding to correspondence etc. 

 During my time in Planning Policy, my principal role was to assist with data collection and analysis of 
information to feed into the production of Brent’s Local Plan, including formulating policy and giving 
evidence at Examination in Public. 

 I also assisted with writing the Wembley Area Action Plan, its Sustainability Appraisal, Masterplans, 
Growth Area Fund bids, the Council’s Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment, a revised S106 
Supplementary Planning Guidance, and providing assistance on the production of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy charging schedule evidence base.  

 In this role I was also required to comment on planning applications and provide a professional opinion 
on the acceptability of affordable housing, financial viability assessments, the sustainability and 
renewable credentials of major developments, and retail development. 

 
Government Office for London 
Positions held: 
Assistant Casework Manager (Local Plans & Casework – South West London)              Jun ‘07 – Jun ‘08 
Assistant Planner (Strategic Planning)                                   Jun ‘06 – Jun ‘07 

  

After graduating from university I began working at the Government Office for London, firstly in Strategic 

Planning as a Planning Assistant, and then as Assistant Casework Manager in Local Plans and Casework. I left 

in 2008 to develop my practical planning skills further in local government. 

 

 In my role as Assistant Casework Manager I was responsible for overseeing & assisting with the team’s 

planning casework, such as listed building consents, compulsory purchase orders, call-ins and 

departures amongst many others. 

 I was also responsible for assisting senior colleagues in making recommendations to Ministers on 

strategic casework, including departures and call in applications, with the purpose of assessing whether 

applications are deemed to be of such strategic importance in either political/ policy terms that would 

require a case to be called in by the Secretary of State. 

 I supported senior colleagues in providing advice to the South West London boroughs on the production 

of their Local Plans, including their evidence base, policy formulation, the Examination in Public process 

etc.  

 Within the Strategic Planning Team as Planning Assistant, I assisted the team with drafting the revisions 
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to the Mayor of London Order and Circular to extend the Mayor’s planning powers. I also assisted on the 

public consultation process, evidence gathering for ministerial submissions, proof reading etc. 

 During the Further Alterations Review of the London Plan, I assisted the team with drafting written 

statements for the Examination in Public and responded to ministerial correspondence where necessary. 

 I also assisted the team in responding to topical strategic planning issues in London at the time, such as 

the visit of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee’s mission to London to assess the risk of the views of 

the city’s World Heritage assets from tall buildings in the capital. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

EDUCATION 
 

University College London 
 

 MSc Town and Country Planning [RTPI]    (MERIT)                                                               Oct ‘10  
 

University of Newcastle Upon Tyne 
 

 BA Hons Town & Country Planning [RTPI] (2:1)        Jul ‘06 
 

 

 

SKILLS, CERTIFICATIONS & INTERESTS 
 

Certificates and Training: MRTPI, UK Driver License 

Technical: MS Excel, MS Project, property databases such as Molior and EGI 

Interests: Running, skiing, travelling, cooking, reading. 
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