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Until March 2019 Tim was Head of Planning at Taunton Deane and West Somerset Councils having 
previously worked for Sedgemoor District Council and before that Mendip District Council.  At Taunton 
he had responsibility for managing multi-disciplinary teams and led service reviews and restructures 
including the creation of a shared service across the two Council areas. 

Tim has overseen the preparation of policy documents through examination to adoption including the 
introduction and governance arrangements for CIL. His particular focus at Taunton Deane was to find 
solutions to enable the delivery of large-scale housing led projects through master planning and 
infrastructure delivery. Tim led negotiations which have delivered large-scale planning proposals as 
well as guiding strategically significant and controversial applications through the decision-making 
process. Taunton Deane consistently delivered homes above target (as was demonstrated by its very 
high Housing Delivery Test scores). Tim led the work that resulted in the designation of Taunton as a 
Garden Town and subsequently advised the Council on a strategy which sought to develop a vision 
and delivery plan to ensure that future developments meet the aspirations derived from garden town 
principles.  

Tim was the lead officer for the urban water management work stream of the Somerset 20 year Flood 
Action Plan that was produced in response to the floods of 2013-14. This work included championing 
innovative approaches to SuDs, as well as the production of a strategy for Taunton, which will protect 
both existing and future development from the increased risk of flooding associated with climate 
change. Until March 2019 Tim was a member of the Somerset Rivers Authority’s Management Group.  

In March 2019 to set up Tim Burton Planning Ltd, which provides Planning advice to a range of both 
private and public sector clients. 

Tim has a particular interest in heritage led regeneration and over the years has worked closely with 
Historic England on a number of projects to secure the future of important buildings at risk. He is 
currently advising Somerset West and Taunton Council on proposals for the former Fox Bros. Mill sites 
in Wellington.  

Tim has recently been working as an associate with Hyas Associates preparing a place-making study 
on behalf of the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. He also works with the Planning Advisory 
Service advising local planning authorities around the country predominantly on performance related 
issues. 

His private sector work includes advising developers on how best to navigate their way through local 
authority processes and procedures to ensure positive outcomes. 

He is also a member of the RTPI’s Regional Activity Committee. 

Tim has been a long-term advocate of the benefits of Design Review. 


