
RATIBHA BHATT          CV             
Regeneration Master Planner 
BRENT COUNCIL, LONDON, UK 

EDUCATION
Master of Urban Design (MA) | Distinction 
UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE | Newcastle, UK | 2007 – 2008 
Bachelor of Architecture (BArch) (RIBA Part 2 qualified) | First Class 
ARCHITECT’S REGISTRY BOARD | LONDON | 1999 – 2004 
EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS 
CERTIFICATIONS 

RIBA Part2 (ARB), PRINCE 2 Practitioner, Principle Designer CERTIFICATIONS 

AND CERTIFICATIO 
EMPLOYMENT 

REGENERATION 
MASTER PLANNER 
Dec’19 – Present 

SENIOR URBAN 
DESIGNER/PART 2 
ARCHITECT 
March’08 – Oct 
2019 

BRENT COUNCIL 

AECOM 
URS 
SCOTTWILSON 

GRADUATE DESIGN 
ARCHITECT 
Jan’06 – Sept’07 

   ATKINS 

INTERN ARCHITECT 
Nov’04 – Nov’05 

    FIRM TERRA 

EXPERIENCE 

I have 14 plus years of work experience in the built environment and Urban Design/Architecture discipline, in both 
the public and private sector, leading and delivering several high –impact projects across UK. I am passionate about 
place making and creating locally distinct places. I have a broad spectrum of project experience within the built 
environment, from Infrastructure-led urban extension and growth areas, residential mixed-used urban 
development, Industrial intensification and residential co-location, public realm strategy and framework, Town 
Centre regeneration, cycle strategy, urban grain studies and various others. 
I am driven by a passion and commitment towards improving communities through exploration and delivery of 
unique, stimulating environments and the integration of strong place making standards and best practices for 
creating successful places. My leadership, expertise, and management skills, have been vital in delivering high-
quality spaces and places for the communities, collaborating with the various stakeholders and everyone involved 
in the delivery process, managing budgets and timescale, and bringing the wider outcomes and benefits from 
setting out the Urban Design framework for places. As a manager, I take the initiative enabling effective team 
working and mentoring to promote efficient and integrated work culture. 

I am currently working with Brent Council as a Regeneration Master planner, leading the regeneration agenda for 
Neasden Station Growth Area to deliver 3000 new homes and maximise the benefits from the proposed HS2 and 
WLO and unlocking the potential for the growth area. My work involves project management, setting programme 
and business case management, benefits management, team-supervision, and successfully delivering on time and 
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budget. My role involves liaising with both internal and external stakeholders such as the Greater London 
Authority, Transport for London, West London Alliance, Regen Board, Councillors and internal housing and 
planning teams, landowners, developers and the wider communities to realise a joined up vision and objective for 
the place. I am also involved in cross-sector procurements and currently leading the procurement panel for South 
Kilburn estate and design quality panel across other projects within the Council. 

 
Previously, I worked with AECOM as a Senior Part 2 Architect/ Senior Urban Designer for 12 years leading and 
managing several largescale infrastructure-led and mixed-use residential urban developments of circa 150-7000 
units and bringing forward the benefits from the proposed and existing infrastructure to the communities. Before my 
association with AECOM, I have worked as a design Architect for WS Atkins for two years.  

 
SELECTED PROJECTS 
AT BRENT COUNCIL               REGENERATION MASTERPLANNER 

Brent Council, in collaboration with the GLA, will be delivering a comprehensive masterplan for the Neasden Station Growth 
Area (NSGA) site allocation, as identified in the Brent draft Local Plan (Nov.2018). The draft London Plan increases Brent's 
housing target and requires Brent to provide industrial capacity. The Mayor's Transport Strategy proposes working towards 
delivering the WLO and HS2 to further support 29,000 new homes across West London. The Mayor's Housing Strategy 
supports intensive use of land, land assembly and investment in (affordable) homes and infrastructure. 
Brent's draft Local Plan allocates a new 'Neasden Stations Growth Area', which is predominantly SIL and LSIS and includes 
employment, light industrial, storage, waste, residential, college, station/railway and petrol station uses. The NSGA site 
allocation will help boost the housing supply and provide industrial capacity for Brent. 
Brent Council plans to facilitate an effective masterplan and supporting SPD for the delivery of new homes, jobs and 
supporting infrastructure for NSGA through industrial intensification and residential co-location. The Masterplan will 
promote a high- quality environment and foster a 'sense of place' for the NSGA where people choose to live, work and relax. 
I am the lead project manager, to deliver at least 3000 new and affordable homes and employment and an inclusive and 
vibrant neighbourhood for NSGA. 

 
SELECTED PROJECTS 
AT AECOM                                    SENIOR URBAN DESIGN MANAGER 
In my tenure with AECOM, I have primarily been involved in leading both large and small scale Residential-led mixed-use 
urban developments, Public realm strategies and framework, Town Centre Regeneration, BSF (Educational), MOD 
Masterplans and other infrastructure-led Masterplans and urban development projects. My role included doing feasibility 
studies, Urban design analysis, leading concept design and master planning, site appraisal and capacity studies, planning, 
developing and delivering urban interventions and masterplans with delivery partners/developers whilst representing 
client interest. I was also responsible for resourcing, overseeing and mentoring project team and leading cross-functional 
in-house multi-disciplinary team . My role remitted tendering, procurement, managing budgets and programme, and 
preparing bids and fee proposals. As a Project Manager, I extensively involved in client and stakeholder engagement 
throughout the project cycle, including organising community engagement, Public consultations and workshops.  

 

MASTERPLAN PROJECTS 
 
 
Royston- Carlton Masterplan Framework 
The Barnsley Council was looking to regenerate Royston-Carlton area in Barnsley through infrastructure and housing 
development to meet future housing demands. Using the concept of GI, based on evidence base from existing and emerging 
Local Plan, greenspace strategy, movement network etc., I had produced a masterplan framework that was embedded in the 
core strategy, local policies and built on robust placemaking principles. The project also involved working closely with a multi-
disciplinary team within AECOM, key stakeholders, and members of the Council to deliver the masterplan framework that 
would provide circa 3000 new homes along the Royston-Carlton growth corridor. This was an infrastructure-led residential 
masterplan delivering road and service infrastructure to support the future sustainable growth of Barnsley. 
 
Carleton Clinic Residential Masterplan 
Senior Urban Designer leading the design and delivery of residential-led urban development with Barrat Homes and Homes 
England at Carleton Clinic site, which is part of a more comprehensive development site to deliver 200 new homes. The design 
focused on creating a layout that connects well with existing and future green-blue infrastructure and blends cohesively within 
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the surrounding landscape. Public engagement was a large part of the design and delivery process and drove the final 
preferred option to create a thriving neighbourhood. 
 
Carrington Village Residential Masterplan 
Senior Urban Designer leading the design of a residential-led mixed use development for Carrington Village providing circa 
900 new homes for phase 1 of the development with supporting facilities. The Masterplan site was a former industrial 
brownfield site, and careful consideration had to be made to understand the key constraints and opportunities within site. I 
worked closely with the associate director in formulating the preferred options. 
The Masterplan used urban design principles to regenerate this part of Carrington to provide a natural urban extension that 
integrated well with the existing community. 
 
Dunston Hill Residential Masterplan 
Lead Urban Designer involved in the concept design of residential Masterplan to deliver circa 100 new homes as part of Homes 
England framework. It was essential to the project to integrate SUDs and enhance the use of the natural topography to provide 
a design that enhanced local views and vistas across the countryside. The design sets place-making standards that would 
enable the new development to respect the context and character of the existing landscape and urban form and sit comfortably 
along its surrounding. 
 
Widnes Kingway and Bath Road Development potential paper 
Senior urban designer, involved in understanding and unlocking the development potential of sites by providing concept 
masterplans and capacity testing for mixed-use or residential-led masterplans providing various sketched options for 
engaging and promoting investment with developers and stakeholders. 
 
St Oswald’s Residential Masterplan 
Senior urban designer, leading the design and delivery of the residential -led Masterplan to deliver circa 150 new and 
affordable homes. Retaining existing green infrastructure and enhancing and strengthening existing habitat and ecosystem 
were vital drivers of the project.   
 
Urban grain studies HS2 Scheme, Leeds 
Senior Urban Designer working closely with WYCA (West Yorkshire combined authority) to provide a visual urban grain 
analysis of the proposed HS2 scheme. The proposal for high-speed train-trams for the Leeds region along with the HS2 scheme 
would immensely affect the urban fabric of Leeds. The analysis used visual photomontages and GIS maps to highlight the 
inference of the proposed scheme on the proposed routes. 
 
Town Centre Regeneration Projects 
 
Regeneration and Public Realm strategy and framework for Wrexham Town Centre, Wrexham 
This Urban Design project involved leading and implementing Town Centre regeneration for Wrexham, alongside identifying 
key sites for interventions. The design process involved doing detailed site appraisal and analysis, SWOT analysis, urban grain 
studies, historical figure-ground analysis, traffic analysis and user experience studies to create a comprehensive masterplan 
framework encompassing a vision for the future of Wrexham.  Engaging with the communities was a vital driver of the project. 
Provision for Public focused spaces, green routes, shared spaces with spill out cafe spaces and vibrant squares for resting and 
flexible venues for markets/ outdoor cinemas/music and art venue etc., would help to revitalise the town centre and enhance 
the user experience of the town. The proposal also suggests the enhancement of street frontages with shopfront upgrades and 
public art strategy that would reflect the heritage of Wrexham. Working closely with other disciplines, explicitly lighting 
strategy team to incorporate street lighting enhancements of heritage assets was key to uplifting the image of Wrexham town 
as a cultural hub. 
 
Regeneration of Hull City Centre, Hull 
Senior Urban Designer leading the master plan regeneration of Hull city centre as a city for culture. The design process 
involved doing detailed site appraisal and analysis, SWOT analysis, urban grain studies, historical analysis, traffic analysis and 
working with the local Council to come up with a fitting solution to revitalise Hull city centre. Our design was hugely 
appreciated, and we were shortlisted. 
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  Site analysis and study of the urban fabric was essential to the project conceptualisation. The design solution used the historic 
character of the urban landscape to enhance the user experience of the place. Introducing public squares as places of 
interaction would help in revitalising the town with the grade 2 listed Holy Trinity Church forming the backdrop to the urban 
intervention. Connecting the history of the city with a comprehensive public realm strategy was key to the cultural 
regeneration of the city. The design also suggested revamping the street frontages and using landscape elements to strengthen 
the visual appeal of the city. By applying urban design principles, the final proposal helped to uplift the image of Hull as a city 
of culture.  
 
Redevelopment of Whitley Bay Promenade, Newcastle upon Tyne 
Lead urban designer involved in the Master Plan redevelopment of Whitley Bay Promenade in Newcastle and is part of the 
North Tyneside Council Regeneration framework. My essential involvement was in producing the Master Plan Concept Design, 
which showcased the design parameters involved in the revitalisation process. The design intervention respects and utilises 
the strength of the site providing an interactive and user-centric solution. Interactive use of landscape elements and furniture 
was important in evolving the design. 
 
Neighbourhood Masterplans and Design Codes 
 
Lead urban designer providing neighborhood and Town Centre masterplans, SPD’s and design codes for several towns across 
the UK. I have delivered close to 30 design codes and SPD’s for Town centres setting out policy and place making 
standards for the Town Centres. NPPF puts communities at the heart of the planning and design process so they can influence 
the place they live, work, and relax in and everybody involved in the process must put the communities at heart. 
The purpose of any Design Code is to appreciate the existing place design principles to gain an understanding of how to 
interpret and apply these principles in town centers, high streets or urban developments and neighborhood’s to create 
successful places full of identity and vibrancy. By the acquired understanding and by adhering to the Design Code, appropriate 
place making can be achieved where people aspire to live, work, and enjoy and relax. 
 
Biddulph Town Centre Masterplan, High Street Action Plan and Design Codes 
Senior urban designer involved in the town centre masterplan, high street action plan and formulating of design codes for 
Biddulph Town Centre working closely with Biddulph Council and neighbourhood groups. The design codes supported the 
NDO and set out robust planning policies for Biddulph Town Centre. Like most high streets and town centres in UK, Biddulph 
town centre was struggling due to fringe shopping centre and online shopping. The process involves appreciating the local 
offering of Biddulph and engaging with the steering group/ community to formulate design codes that would foster and 
strengthen the character and position of Biddulph as a service centre. 
 
Town Centre Masterplan and Design Codes- Lymm Village  
Senior Urban Designer involved in the Masterplan and formulation of design codes for Lymm, working closely with Lymm 
Parish Council and neighbourhood forum. The process consisted of appreciating the local historic character of Lymm and 
providing appropriate design codes that will help enhance and preserve the rural historic character and its dramatic setting, 
by setting design principles for future developments within allocated sites in the Local Plan. Also, formulating design codes 
for the town centre and protecting the uses and the historic character of Lymm and devising shop front design standards. 
 
 
Town Centre Masterplan and Design Codes- Edenfield  
Senior Urban Designer involved in the Masterplan and formulation of design codes for Edenfield, working closely with 
Edenfield Council and neighbourhood forum. Currently involved in producing design codes for them. The process consists of 
appreciating the local historic character of Lymm and providing appropriate design codes that will help enhance and preserve 
the rural historic character and its dramatic setting, by setting design principles for future developments within allocated sites 
in the Local Plan. 
 
Springfield Housing Estate, Darlington 
Springfield housing estate is a sustainable, low-cost housing development and forms part of Darlington borough council's 
social housing framework. The project consists of 34 residential units, semi-detached houses, flats and terraced houses. The 
housing layout uses urban design principle to create a sense of community with landscaped park and play area incorporated 
into the central zone flanked by the housing units encouraging natural surveillance while the arterial road runs along the back 
of the site making the place safe and friendly. The scheme is developed to standards of Code-3 and 4 sustainable housing and 

WWW.DESIGNREVIEWPANEL.CO.UK



 
 

 

takes into account carbon emission and environmental impact. Solar panels power the dwellings, and the use of rainwater 
harvesting system minimises water consumption. I have been part of this project from conception to construction on site. I 
was involved in preliminary feasibility studies, Masterplan, concept design, planning, tender and detailed design of the project.  
 
Richmond Close Housing Development, Darlington 
Richmond Close Housing Development is a cluster of sustainable starter homes consisting of 2 and 3 bedroom detached and 
semi-detached houses for DBC. The design focuses on creating low-cost, sustainable dwellings without compromising on style 
and comfort. Creative landscaping and social spaces are designed to encourage interaction between residents. I was primarily 
involved in Residential Masterplan, concept design, preliminary design works and master planning, Planning proposal and 
initial tender design. 
 
Other Architectural Projects- Education (BSF) and Commercial Projects 
 
Building Schools for the Future 
I have led design and delivery of various BSF education projects. My primary involvement has been in feasibility studies, 
Masterplan and concept design for the project, providing Site analysis and masterplan proposals for the redevelopment 
schools and overseeing construction on site. I have been involved in the projects from conception to completion. 
 
Covered Market, Darlington  
Covered Market is a beautiful historic Grade II listed indoor market place but which is currently in a state of disuse. The 
objective of the project was to provide a modern contemporary retail experience to its user, which is user-friendly and 
accessible. DDA appraisal and site studies helped in determining the scope of the project. Site analysis was a significant part 
of the project as it influenced the historic character of the town. The design had to keep with the rich historical heritage of the 
area. I was involved in the preliminary feasibility studies, site appraisal and concept design for the Covered Market Place. The 
project required providing various design options for the refurbishment and redevelopment of the existing building structure 
and providing modern design interpretation for the historic indoor Market place in light of its historical heritage. 
 
Urban grain studies HS2 Scheme, Leeds 
Senior Urban Designer working closely with WYCA (West Yorkshire combined authority) to provide a visual urban grain 
analysis of the proposed HS2 scheme. The proposal for high-speed train-trams for the Leeds region along with the HS2 scheme 
would immensely affect the urban fabric of Leeds. The analysis used visual photomontages and maps to highlight the inference 
of the proposed scheme on the proposed routes. 
 
INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS- Dubai, Bahrain and Qatar, France. 
AT ATKINS                                                   DESIGN ARCHITECT 
As a Graduate Design Architect for Atkins, my key responsibility involved feasibility studies, Concept Design and Master 
plan. I have been involved in Preliminary and detailed design stages of work. I have worked on various landmark masterplan 
projects across the Middle East. My primary involvement has been in master planning exercise, concept design, mixed-use 
developments, residential and commercial projects. 
 
Durrat Al Bahrain, Bahrain 
Durrat Al Bahrain is a very prestigious project in the Middle East. Durrat Al Bahrain is necessarily a group of islands in the 
Persian Gulf built on reclaimed land with luxury villa resorts, hotels and ancillary facilities. 
I have been part of a 12 member design team involved in the design process, master planning, and detailed site analysis and 
feasibility studies for the project. My primary involvement has been in the master plan for Durrat Marina. I have been 
involved in producing the sustainable Master Plan report for the entire project. 
 
Budhaiya Condominium Housing Layout, Bahrain 
High-end Luxury Housing Estate in Bahrain’s affluent Al Raffa area. I was involved in the feasibility studies, site analysis, site 
appraisal, and masterplan and concept design of the housing layouts. As part of the process, I have been involved in detail 
site analysis and climate studies, which helped in evolving the concept masterplan for the project. 
 
Al Jasrah Residential Complex, Bahrain 
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45 no. 3, 4 and 5-bed villas in Al Jasrah, Bahrain. I was given responsibility for the delivery of this project from inception to 
construction on site. I was involved in the site studies, climate analysis, concept design and master plan for the project. The 
design brief evolved by interacting with the client and understanding the user requirements. The design was approved to be 
built.  
The concept of the residential complex was in response to the harsh climatic condition. I used landscape elements, water 
features to create a microclimate within the entire site. Use of landscape elements and shading helped in reducing the solar 
gain. Mood board, 3D modelling and solid and void permutation helped in expressing the intent of the design. 
 
Sea Garden Resort, Bahrain 
I have been part of the design process involving master planning and marina Studies for Sea Garden Resort, Bahrain for initial 
feasibility options and concept design for the project. 
I have also been part of various other landmark projects namely Bahrain World Trade Centre, Infinity Tower complex, Dubai, 
Masterplan for Ritz Carlton hotel and residential layout and capital land Bahrain Bay Initial stages of Concept Design and 
masterplan studies. 
I have also worked as a Junior Intern Architect with Firm Terra Architects, India. In my tenure, my key role included doing 
research studies on the various projects and assisting on the concept and detailed construction design. 
 
Regeneration of Belicia Village, France (Design Competition, Bordeaux Biennale, France) 
Design competition at Bordeaux university biennale event. My contribution was the concept design for the project based on 
my observations, historic analysis and precedent studies. Visiting Bordeaux for the first time, I observed that it lacked a sense 
of legibility. A historic analysis of church spires as a landmark inspired my design for ‘The Vortex' for Bordeaux, which would 
form a contemporary beacon bridging arts and technology. My precedent study looked into the use of tall towers and their 
influence on the urban grain of cities. The vortex formed the central core of my design and all the intervention radiated from 
this core, putting Belicia village at the heart of the development. Making a model from scrap material brought into perspective 
our design ideas.   

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

• I have a Merit Plus Degree in Architecture, distinction Master’s Degree in Urban Design and PRINCE 2 project 
management qualification. 

• I have received in-house cross-functional team award for consistent performance and exceeding expectations. 
• I was a member of ‘SAMUHA’, an NGO involved in Master Planning and regeneration of villages, gathering and 

collating data and overseeing solar-passive vernacular housing development to promote sustainable growth in 
rural areas with the support of the local community and government funding. I have also been a member of 
‘Heritage’, a conservation organisation aiming to conserve old structures of historical importance in India.  

• I was part of the Design team in Atkins, which won the LEAF Awards for Sustainability for Al-Sharq Office 
Complex, Qatar. 

 
INTERESTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
I nurture a passion for life and like to work hard and accomplish goals. My spirited optimism and the desire to achieve 
something give me the strength to endeavour and improvise. I love to travel, read books, and enjoy outdoors. I also 
have a personal blog on Architecture and Interior Design, where I like to pin my thoughts.  
BLOG WEBSITE ID: http://myiglooo.blogspot.co.uk 
 
REFERENCES: References will be provided on request.  
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